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I would like to offer a broad perspective of the matter at hand. 

The earliest whale fossils are 53 million years old. Dolphin fossils with a body shape and brain case 
approximately the same as modern dolphins are 30 million years old.  Proto-humans showed up around 1 to 2 
million years ago.  We are only 125 to 150,000 years old.  Cetaceans have big brains that have had a very long 
time to develop. We are the new kids on the block.  Just now, we have the technology available to attempt 
acoustic communication with cetaceans. This adventure will be one of the great undertakings in our species 
history.  It is imperative that we do what we can to protect this chance. 

In the last 100 years, human activity has increased ambient and acute noise in the oceans dramatically.  We do 
not understand the impact this is having on cetacean populations.  However, it is not a great leap of faith to 
guess that our impact is negative. 

The Pew Oceans Report and the US Oceans Committee Report both paint a bleak picture of the oceans.  
Pollution and over fishing are destroying the productive capacity of the oceans at large.  Ninety percent of the 
large fish are gone.  Eight out of ten of the world’s major fisheries are gone. 

Looking at the request for research from this committee, I see two or three lifetimes of unfunded work ahead.  
We have poor knowledge of baseline population data for many marine mammal species.  We know little about 
normal behavior, and less about the impact of chronic and acute sources of noise on this behavior. 

If we wait several decades for the necessary research to be performed to truly understand how to effectively 
mitigate human generated noise, we will be looking at a disaster in the oceans. 

We need to turn it down now. We need to observe the Precautionary Principal.  We need to maintain the 
allowed sound standard of 120dB and not raise it to 180dB.  We need to follow the guidelines set forth by 
NEPA, ESA and MMPA.  The burden of proof for permitted activities that may cause harm must remain with 
the applicant. 

There is an unusual alignment of interests in the US Government.  A Republican administration, House and 
Senate which is strongly favorable to both the military and the oil & gas industry implies that the sound 
generators at this table will get to maintain their respective status quo.  The noise makers hold their turf. 

Sadly this outcome is bad for cetaceans, bad for the oceans, and bad for us. 

Far better would be a commitment by each sound maker to ‘turn it down’.  Modern technology can be a great 
benefit in maintaining or enhancing your mission while accomplishing this important benefit for us all. 
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